
US-African Relations 



Africa and Post-WWII  

Self-Determination 



Democratic Republic of Congo 

(formerly Zaire) 

• Belgian Colony 



Independence and Elections (1960) 

Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba 
 



Belgium and Katanga Province 

Mine Revenue 
• 60% of total revenues 



United Nations Mediation 

• Lumumba saw the UN as a western tool 



Lumumba Turned to the 

• President Eisenhower saw him as an 
African Castro 



The Belgians and Project Wizard 

Lumumba was: 

–Captured 

–Tortured 

–Shot 

–Sawed 

–Burned in acid 

 

• Confirmed 2002 



United Nations Mediation 

Mysterious Plane Crash 

September 17, 1961 

Zambia 

UN General Secretary 

Dag Hammarskjöld 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b1/Dag_Hammarskj%C3%B6ld_cropped.JPG


Colonel Joseph 

Mobutu 

Renamed Zaire 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5c/Flag_of_Zaire.svg


The Reign of Joseph Mobutu 

1965 - 1997 

• Embezzled $5 billion 

 

• Over 3 million killed 

 

• Civil War until 2002 

 

• Problems still exist 



Lumumba 

(2000) 



Secretary of State Clinton Visit (2009) 



Carter Center 

Dec 2011 



President Kennedy and  

the Peace Corps 



Peace Corps –Africa First 

Ghana and Tanzania 



Angola in the 70s 

Two Reasons for 

Involvement 
 

• Oil 

• Cold War 

 



Angola: Nixon and Ford 
 

• Nixon sent $32 

million in aid to help 

non-communist 

factions 

 
 

• Ford requested $25 

million aid package 

– denied 



Jimmy Carter and Africa 

“African Solutions for African Problems” 



Why Africa? 
 

1. Human Rights 
 

2. Cold War –Containment 
 

3. Political -1/3 of UN membership African 
 

4. Economic 

– Nigeria #2 source of foreign oil 

– Zaire #1 supplier of cobalt 

– South Africa –manganese, platinum, antimony 



South Africa and Apartheid 



Carter’s Attempt to End Apartheid 

Trade = $2 billion 

($6 billion in Africa) 

 

Human Rights 

vs. 

Trade (money) 



Nigeria 
Carter worked to gain 

the friendship of this 

African nation 

 

• 2nd oil exporter to US 

 

• Trade to most 

populous nation 



Jimmy in Africa 


